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OHS Case ID:  8947FKMRHXG e
Field Visit no: 8947FKMRHXG-8947-FV001 Visit Date: 2026-JUN-16 Field Visit Type: INITIAL
Workplace Identification: WESTERN UNIVERSITY Notice ID:
1151 RICHMOND STREET, LONDON, ON CA Né4A 3K7
Telephone: JHSC Status: Work Force #: Completed %:
(519) 661-2111 Active 20000
Persons Contacted: Courtney Voss, Registered Biological Safety Officer; Jessica Churcher, Animal Care Tech (Worker); Heather
Tatnowski-Garner, Operation Supervisor.
Visit Purpose: To investigate an occupational iliness reported by the employer.
Visit Location: 1393 Western Rd. London, On. H&S and Well-Being (HR) Office; Robarts Research Building Room TA1225.
Visit Summary: No orders issued.

Detailed Narrative:

The employer contacted the Ministry of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development (MLITSD) to report an occupational iliness.
Event ID 260708709-EVS.

This inspector attended this workplace with MLITSD Dr. Marina Afanasyeva, Medical Consultant; MLITSD Valentina Parker, Infection
Prevention and Control Specialist; MLITSD Jessica Zehnal, Infection Prevention and Control Specialist and MLITSD Andrew Russell.

MLITSD staff requested information regarding the University's policies on air quality in and around the Research facilities, as well as
respiratory protection measures when working with animails.

Western University provided the following documents via email on June 11, 2026:

* Animal Allergy Reduction Guidelines - 2026

* Respiratory protective equipment program -2025

 Affected worker training and fit test records

Affected worker was contacted by inspector prior to this visit.

MLITSD Staff's Discussions / Findings and Actions:

A Joint Health and Safety Worker member was not available at the time of this visit.

It was reported that there is no air quality assessment available for the area where exposure to allergens occurred, however, a copy of
the Robarts Research Institute air distribution report for the area was provided by the employer.

On May 26 2026, the employer submitted a report of an occupationalillness to the Ministry of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills
Development (MLITSD), involving a worker.

The following information was reported:

* On April 23, 2026, the worker reported symptoms of an allergic reaction to Western University.

* On May 26, 2026, allergies to mice and rats was confirmed by allergist.

Met with the individuals contacted and discussed the purpose of the visit.

Clarified the information provided by the employer and gathered additional details.

Physical Inspection Robarts Research Institute Room TA 1225.

It was reported by those contacted that workers entering designated areas are required to wear N95 masks, Tyvek suits, and hair nets.
MLITSD Staff's Comments - Physical Inspection:

While visiting the lab space the following was observed.

Not all hand washing stations were properly stocked with hand paper towel. Handwashing sinks that were stocked with paper fowel, did
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You are required under the Occupational Health and Safety Act to post a copy of this report in a éonspicy{y{ploce at the workplace and provide a copy to 1he’heolih and safety representative or the joint health
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more information.
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not have paper towel stored in a clean, dry and sanitary manner. The employer is advised to ensure that all hand wash sinks are stocked
with paper towel for the purpose of hand drying that is stored in a clean manner.

There was no designated garbage container for doffing PPE upon exiting the facility, and no handwashing sink was available for use
after doffing to ensure that allergen-causing materials could be washed off hands before exiting.

The employer is advised fo designate a garbage container near exit areas for doffing PPE and to provide access to a handwashing sink,
located in a safe area, for proper handwashing after doffing PPE.

Observed two sharps containers sitting unsecured on a table. One container was observed to be left open with sharps stored inside. The
employer is advised to take reasonable precautions to ensure sharps containers are secured in such a way to prevent needle stick
injuries.

*** End of MLITSD Staff's Comments***

ltems Collected/Attached:

The following item(s) were collected and attached during this field visit.

* Employer document - Copy of PPE Requirements ACVS Managed Convectional Animal Facilities SAF 003 -dated October 2016. 3
pages.

e Employer document - Hazard Communication for Affected Worker, dated April 2025 - 3 pages.

* Employer document - Robarts Research Institute 1st Floor Barrier Air Distribution Report -5 double side pages.
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